A Pocket Guide to

Pandora the Parasi

Pandora is a parasite that causes lungworm infection. She lives in the lungs of - 2
cows and calves and can give them pneumonia. Sometimes the lungworm How DO we F‘th Pa“dora‘
parasite just makes the cows cough. However if Pandora is joined by lots of her 1 in 8 cases of cows with pneumonia are
lungworm friends the cows can go off their food, produce less milk, get a fever caused by lungworm.

and, In some cases, die.

Lungworm infection can be diagnosed by
finding larvae in the cow'’s poo and can be
controlled In 2 ways:

- Anthelmintics

(special medicine that targets worms)

10cm long adult worms live in the
lungs. They lay eggs which the cow
coughs up and swallows! Eww!

Pandora’s
Litecycle

Pandora is less infectious
than Boris and Victor and
relies on this life cycle to
pass between cows

- Vaceines

Eggs hatch and
larvae (young
worms) are passed
out of the cow in

poo! These are 4000 Researchers at Moredun and around the

times smaller than : . : .

e adult worms world are working with other scientists to
develop better and cheaper vaccines to

protect cows from lungworm infection.

Larvae are eaten by
cows Wwhilst they
graze. Once in the
stomach they get into
the bloodstream and
travel to the lungs
where they develop
into adult worms

Phew! Pandora can live in the
lungs of cows, sheep and
donkeys but she can’t live in
human lungs!

Larvae develop in poo until they can
crawl out onto the grass
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