Johne’s Disease

Endemic in the UK and responsible for
significant financial losses to the livestock sector

Disease

e Caused by Mycobacterium avium subspecies
paratuberculosis (Map)

e Clinical signs include progressive weight loss
and diarrhoea

e Spread by ingestion of Map in faeces, colostrum,
milk or across the placenta to unborn animals

e Has a long incubation period (2-4 years)

Diagnosis

e No single diagnostic test can detect all stages
of the disease

e Diagnosis is by antibody tests for blood or milk,
or faecal culture
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