
Moredun Group Statement on the Use of Animals in Scientific Research 

The Moredun Group is internationally recognised for advancing livestock health and 
welfare through innovative research and education. Founded in 1920 by farmers for 
farmers, our work focuses on the prevention and control of infectious diseases in 
livestock species. Our research has led to the development of vaccines, diagnostics, 
and treatment strategies that have significantly improved livestock health globally. 

Our research is strictly regulated under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 
(ASPA). These regulations ensure high ethical standards, rigorous oversight, and the use 
of animals only when no alternative methods are available. All studies involving 
licensed procedures are reviewed by our Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body 
(AWERB), which includes scientists, veterinarians, animal care staff, a statistician and a 
layperson. Each study concludes with a report to AWERB, highlighting outcomes and 
opportunities for refinement. Promoting the 3R principles – Replacement, Reduction 
and Refinement - is central to this process. Our dedicated 3Rs committee meets 
monthly to support and further promote the adoption of alternatives, reduce animal 
numbers, and refine procedures to lessen impact on animals. 

As a signatory to the Concordat on Openness on Animal Research, Moredun is 
committed to transparency. We actively engage with the public through educational 
events and our Communications Centre, ensuring our research is open, accessible, and 
accountable. 

The Moredun Foundation continues to support this mission, ensuring that our research 
delivers meaningful benefits to farming communities and contributes to global 
improvements in animal and public health. 
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