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‘Science, Innovation, Education: The Challenge to Society’

Tuesday February 12, 2008

UPDATE: please see below for event report.

This year’s ECRR Peter Wilson Lecture is to be presented by Professor Geoffrey Boulton, Vice-
Principal and Professor of Geology and Mineralogy at the University of Edinburgh.

He will speak on ‘Science, Innovation, Education: The Challenge to Society’ at the Royal Society
of Edinburgh, 22-25 George Street on Tuesday 12 February at 6.30pm.

This is a joint lecture with the Edinburgh Consortium for Rural Research (ECRR), the Royal
Society of Edinburgh and the Institute of Biology.

Note: The annual ECRR Peter Wilson Lecture, named after the former Professor of Agriculture
and Rural Economy at the University of Edinburgh, is one of the highlights of the Royal Society
of Edinburgh’s event programme. Previous speakers include many of the key figures of the
science world including Professor Ian Wilmut, Steve Jones and Sir John Krebs.

Venue: Royal Society of Edinburgh, 22-26 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 2PQ

Further information

The event page on the RSE website is no longer available.

Event report

An event report by Steve Farrar is available at scribd.com (courtesy RSE).

www.scribd.com/document/60960684/Science-Innovation-Education-The-Challenge-to-Society-
Professor-Geoffrey-Boulton-OBE-FRS-FRSE

 

The Royal Society of Edinburgh/

The 2008 Edinburgh Consortium for Rural Research (ECRR)

Peter Wilson Lecture

Science, Innovation, Education: The Challenge to Society 

Professor Geoffrey Boulton, OBE FRS FRSE, Vice-Principal and Regius Professor of 
Geology and Mineralogy, University of Edinburgh

12 February 2008

The Enlightenment has posed humankind with a dilemma. The scientific knowledge we gained as a
result of the Enlightenment empowered our species, but that in turn has brought us to the brink of 
overexploiting our planet. In a wide-ranging lecture, Professor Boulton argued that the Enlightenment
also equipped us with the means to resolve the dilemma and that universities should play a central
role in meeting the challenge.

It was technology that saved our hominid ancestors from the uncompromising tread of evolutionary
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