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As a planet, we are currently dealing with unprecedented twin crises – the Covid-19 pandemic
and the global climate emergency.

In terms of the climate emergency, Scotland’s Net-Zero by 2045 target will require that we
change our diets and what we grow, so agriculture will need to change – and the land also offers
nature-based solutions to tackle climate change, to ensure that as a country we are more
resilient to the climate change already in the pipeline, and to benefit nature and people. So, we
need to change the way we farm, produce, and manage our land. Science can inform us how
land management needs to change.

In this respect, another political “disaster” also offers opportunities. EU-exit means that we are no
longer tied to the EU Common Agricultural Policy. This means we have an opportunity to rethink
how and what type of farming and land use we want to support with public money.

In terms of the Covid-19 crisis, as we emerge from the pandemic, we will need an economic
recovery package. We should not use this to support old, carbon-intensive industries; instead,
we should support green, low carbon businesses. And we can make it a jobs-based recovery
rather than an entirely public infrastructure-based recovery to fill the skills gap in the rural
economy. Science can help us to work out where to invest.

If we are smart, we can design this economic recovery package to not only help society to
recover from the damage caused by the global pandemic. We can use it to tackle the climate
emergency and reboot our economy on a new, greener, fairer trajectory.

This opportunity will not come again – we must not waste it.

Further information

Please see the event page on the RSE website.

www.rse.org.uk/event/science-for-rural-recovery-and-resilience/

Further details

Chair
Dr Rebekah Widdowfield, chief executive, Royal Society of Edinburgh

Speakers
Professor Pete Smith FRSE, University of Aberdeen

Dr Leslie Mabon, Scottish Association for Marine Science

Professor Lee Innes FRSE, Moredun Research Institute

Professor Lorna Dawson FRSE, James Hutton Institute

Professor David Raey, University of Edinburgh

Event Report

An audio recording is now available on the RSE YouTube channel:

youtu.be/bxRBEU28cSY

Climate change • Climate change 
refers to long-term shifts in …
temperatures and weather 
patterns. Human activities have 
been the main driver of climate 
change, primarily due to the 
burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil 
and gas.
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