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Back to the future: what could or should rural be in 2098

May 23, 2023

The Royal Society of Edinburgh

In 2023, SCRR will reach its 75th birthday.

Two years after the Agriculture Act came into being in May 1948, urging all farmers to “make two
blades of grass grow where one grew before”, food security and sovereignty were foremost in
minds and policies, and the SCRR was born.

Skip forward seven decades and now land has to serve multiple functions, with competing calls
on its finite capacity. Additionally, “rural” is not the home only of those “connected to the land” but
of businesses reaching for the stars and connected to the global village rather than only their
locale.

Now let’s imagine the scale of change in another 75 years — what is inevitable? What is
desirable? And what needs to be in place to ensure changes that meet the societal goals of
current and upcoming generations in 20987?

We asked thinkers of different generations to challenge us by speculating about rural futures at
our annual Peter Wilson Lecture, held in partnership with The Royal Society of Edinburgh on 23
May to help shape that future together.

ECR Mini Conference

Our Mini Conference for early career researchers, which for the past two years has been a
separate event, was combined this year with the Peter Wilson Lecture at the RSE. Details from
our News story are here...

2023-05-ECR-Mini-Conference.pdf

Event report

Dr Leslie Mabon, lecturer in environmental systems at The Open University, wrote a report of this
event that was published as the lead article in SCRR Newsletter 101, Summer 2023.

SCRR Newsletter 101, Summer 2023
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